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Faith...is the beginning of our union with God: the true believers are the stone of the church of God, prepared for the edi-
fice of God the Father, which is raised up to the heights by the power of Jesus Christ, that is, by the Cross and help of the
grace of the Holy Spirit. "Faith without works is dead" (James 2:26). The works of faith are love, peace, longsuffering,

mercy, humility, bearing one’s cross and life by the Spirit. True faith cannot remain without works. One who truly believes

Wisdom from the Church Fathers

will also surely perform good works.
-St. Seraphim of Sarov, Unknown, 19th century

In this case indeed He discloses also another sign, and that no small one, of His own Godhead, and of His equality in
honor with the Father. For whereas they said, "To unbind sins pertains to God only," He not only unbinds sins, but also
before this He makes another kind of display in a thing which pertained to God only; the publishing the secrets in the

heart. For neither had they uttered what they were thinking.
-St. John Chrysostom, Homily 29 on Matthew 9, 4th Century




Dear brothers and sisters in Christ

The month of August is filled with great holidays. As a summer vacations comes to an end the
time of holidays are picking up and another prayerful season starts (we should never take break
prom the prayer anyway).

The first holiday of the month is St. Prophet Elijah whom people by tradition connect with thunder
and lighting. St Elijah has nothing to do with physical thunderstorms and such, but his words
were like thunder among the people of Israel. He spoke the truth and people did not like him be-
cause of it; and he prayed to God to send no rain for next three years and God heard his prayer.
Why? Because of our sin, we cannot see and hear God's message; and the truth said about our
spiritual condition hurts us. And that truth is scary just like thunder from the sky, and we try to run
- yet we can't hide because God is everywhere. St. Elijah - Jesus Christ - both preached the truth
but they were not liked by people expect a few poor ones.

The second Holiday is the Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lord Jesus took three apos-
tles with him up to Mount Tabor and showed His Divine nature and shone brighter than the sun.
That is the same light that 13 centuries later St. Gregory Palamas experienced by contemplating
the Lord's Prayer. That is how every one of us is called upon to taste the God's mercy. That is
how heaven looks like and what it is all about: to abide in God's glory and to share the God's
mercy and kingdom.

The third Holiday is the Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos and Ever- Virgin Mary

After the Resurrection of our Lord, St. Apostle John took Theotokos (Mary) in and loved her as

his own mother until she reposed. Holy Mother of God, when she passed away, was taken with
her whole body and soul into heaven to be with her son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Some of church
fathers say that God can turn deaf on every prayer of every man but his Mother. That is why we
pray to her so hard to hear the voice of our supplication.

So in conclusion - let us hear and live by the prophecies of the Old and New Testament and God
will hear our prayers even if we ask for same thing that prophet Elijah did. With having God on
our side we can transfigure and live in God's light and of course on the Second coming of Christ
we will resurrect with soul and body and share God's kingdom with God and every one of us.
Amen.

In Christ ,

Fr. Ljubomir




Sunday School Notes...

Due to current construction and rehabilitation projects at the church, it has been decided that we will temporarily
postpone our previously scheduled Aug 3rd Sunday School Carnival/Fundraiser until this Fall. Plans are in the
work as we speak, to make it an event that you and your families will not want to miss. In the meantime, we must
forge ahead and get ready for back to school... yes... | said it... back to school. It has been a wonderful summer
season so far, and we still have several more weeks to have and relax with our loved ones. But opening day of our
Youth Education Program will be upon us before we know it, so we need your help to get prepared.

Per suggestions of our Diocese, we've scheduled September 7th for our program kickoff, and it is our goal that
each child will have their own workbooks this year; hopefully by this opening day. In order to achieve this goal we'll
need to get a head & age count of the children in your families that will be participating in our Orthodox Youth
Education Program this year. As it can take up to 2 weeks for delivery of the books & materials, we'll be asking
everyone to try to send us their enrollment intentions no later than August 15th. Many families already received
their copies at this past Liturgy in the Park event. But for those who have not yet received their enroliment forms,
please look for available copies online at the Sunday School pages of www.holytrinityserbian.org. We'll also have
copies available at the church for you to pick up the next time you are there for Divine Liturgy.

We are looking for parents and volunteers to help out with the program this year: organizing and assisting with
classroom curriculums, fundraising activities, holiday presentations, extra curricular activities and field-

trips. Besides our program kickoff on the 7th of September, we have already put our first Youth Stewardship
program in place: assisting the volunteers and staff at Feed My Starving Children in Brooklyn Park on the 4th of
October. If you are interested in working with our youth, or if you're looking for ways to fulfill your stewardship
pledge to the church in 2008-2009, please contact the Orthodox Youth Education Director for Holy Trinity Serbian
Orthodox Church; Tanya Troska at 763.355.5190 or by emailing her at tanya@holytrinityserbian.org.

(

Choir has been on a short summer break, but we are now ready to get back in the swing of things. Rehearsals will
start in the next few weeks, so look for announcements. The 2009 SSS Choir Festival will be held in Joliet, Illinois
during Memorial weekend. Do | hear Bus Trip???

And, sadly, one of our former choir members, Bill Kokotovich, passed away this week.
May his memory be eternal! Vecnaja Pamijat!

Stay tuned for more choir info in next month’s edition.
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It is never wrong to stand in church /Note: Many parishes also follow the practice of
kneeling on Sundays during the Cherubic Hymn, consecration, and the “Our Father”.
Strictly speaking, this is not correct, because every Sunday is a “little Pascha” in which the
Resurrection is remembered — hence, no kneeling. The “kneeling prayers” said five weeks
after Pascha, are said after the Sunday Liturgy, “reinstating” kneeling for Vespers, Matins,
and weekday Liturgies only. If the tradition of the parish you are visiting is to kneel, and
everyone kneels, it's better to do so than to stick out like a sore thumb. If there is a mix-
ture of standing and kneeling, then stand 0
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Kiss (Don’t Shake) the Priest’s or Bishop’s Hand
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