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Introduction

The Feast of the Annunciation of Our |
Most Holy Lady, the Theotokos and |\l
Ever-Virgin Mary is celebrated on April ¥}
7" (March 28" - Julian). The Feast W}
commemorates the announcement by /%
Archangel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary
that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, would become incarna
and enter into this world through her
womb.

Biblical Story

of the Gospel of Luke (1:26-39). The
Archangel Gabriel appeared to the
Virgin Mary, who was living in
Nazareth, and said to her, “Hail, O
favored one, the Lord is with you.” Mar
was perplexed and wondered what kind
of greeting this was.

The angel told her not to be afraid, for she haohébfavor with God. He said, “You will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shHlhis name Jesus. He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most Highgl the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, and he will reign otlee house of Jacob forever; and of his
kingdom there will be no end.”

Mary responded to the angel by asking how thisa&cbabpen since she had no husband.
The angel told her that the Holy Spirit and the poaf God would come upon her, and
that the child to be born of her would be calleti/hthe “Son of God.”

The angel then proceeded to tell the Virgin Mat ther cousin Elizabeth had conceived
a son in her old age (John the Baptist), and affitinat with God nothing is impossible.



In faith and obedience to the will of God, Mary lreg to the angel, “Behold, | am the
handmaid of the Lord; let it be according to yowrek” Upon her response, the angel
departed.

It is on the Feast of the Annunciation, that Orilvo@hristians commemorate both the
divine initiative of God, whereby He took on flekbm the Virgin for our salvation, and
the human response, whereby Mary freely acceptesdbation offered to her. He
elected to become man, and He desired to do thistiaé willing agreement of her

whom He chose as His mother. Mary could have refuse she was not a passive
instrument, but an active participant with a free @ositive part to play in God’s plan for
our salvation. Thus, when on this and other fetOrthodox Church honors the
Theotokos, the Mother of God, it is not just beeaG®d chose her but also because she
herself chose to follow His will.

| con of the Feast

The icon of the Annunciation is one that presemsjoy of the announcement of the
coming of Christ. It is an icon of bright colorgpicting the Archangel Gabriel (1), who
has descended from heaven, and the Virgin Maryn9, has been chosen to be the
Mother of God.

1. The Archangel Gabriel 2. The Virgin Mary, who was
presents the good news of thechosen to be the Mother of God
coming of Christ to Mary (detail).
(detail).

The Archangel is shown with his feet spread apait ke is running to share the good
news with Mary (3). In his left hand is a staffe ttymbol of a messenger. His right hand
is extended toward Mary as he delivers the mesaadge@nnounces the blessing bestowed
upon her by God (4).



3. The position of Archangel 4. The Archangel's right hand is
Gabriel's feet suggest that he isextended towards Mary as he
running to share the news with  announces the blessing

Mary (detail). bestowed upon her [Mary] by
God (detall).

On the right side of the icon the Virgin sits onedevated seat, indicating that as the
Mother of God she is “greater in honor than thergbien, and beyond compare more
glorious than the seraphim, who without corrupg@ave birth to God the Word.” In her
left hand she holds a spindle of scarlet yarn (&ictvdepicts the task she was assigned
of preparing the purple and scarlet material taiged in making the veil for the Temple
in Jerusalem. Her right hand is raised in a gestlieezceptance in response to Gabriel’s
message (6). Her posture expresses willing coaparaith God’s plan of salvation. The
three stars on her garments (7) represent thavabe Virgin before, during, and after

the birth of Christ.

5. Her left hand holds a spindle 6. Mary's right hand is raised
of crimson yarn depicting the  in acceptance of Gabriel's
task that she had of making the message (detail).
veil of the Temple in Jerusalem
(detalil).



7. The three stars on the garments$. A depiction of the divine
of the Theotokos represent that realm and the Holy Spirit
she was a Virgin before, during, coming upon the Theotokos

and after the birth of Christ (detalil).
(detail).

At the top of the icon the segment of a circle espnts the divine realm (8), from which
three rays emerge. This demonstrates the actitdredfioly Spirit coming upon her.

Orthodox Christian Celebration of the Feast ofAlm@unciation of the Theotokos

The Feast of the Annunciation of the Theotokoslslarated with the Divine Liturgy of
Saint John Chrysostom which is conducted on thenmgrof the Feast and preceded by
a Matins (Orthros) service. A Great Vespers is catetl on the evening before the day
of the Feast. Scripture readings for the Feastharéollowing: At VespersGenesis
28:10-17 Ezekiel 43:27—44:AProverbs 9:1-11At the Matins:.Luke 1:39-49, 56At the
Divine Liturgy: Hebrews 2:11-18 uke 1:24-38

The Feast of the Annunciation in the Greek Ortho@bxrch also marks a day of
national celebration for the people of Greece &ode around the world of Greek
descent. It was on March 25, 1821 when Greeceiafficdeclared its independence and
began the revolution that would eventually givea&on its freedom after 400 years of
rule by the Ottomans. In addition to the serviaggiie Feast, festivities and parades are
held and official proclamations are offered throogtthe world in recognition of Greek
Independence Day.

Hymns of the Feast

Apolytikion (Fourth Tone)

Today marks the crowning of our salvation and theskation of the mystery before all
ages. For the Son of God becomes the son of thlygnyeind Gabriel proclaims the grace.
Wherefore, we also cry out with him, "Hail, O foli grace, the Lord is with you."

Kontakion (Plagal of the Fourth Tone)
To you, Theotokos, invincible Defender, having bdehvered from peril, I, your city,



dedicate the victory festival as a thank offeriimgyour irresistible might, keep me safe
from all trials, that | may call out to you: "Haunwedded bride!"
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