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) ) ) Sunday School 10AM Liturgy
Fr. Ljubomir Krsti 12:00 Board 6PM V
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oir 'Tec.or Father's Day No Fast all
Caron Pjani week
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Sunday School No Liturgy
Tanya Troska Beginning of 6PM Vespers
Vidov Dan at| Apostles’ Fast
Kolo Sisters St. George
Jovanka Koury SOC in Duluth
29 30
Morava Dance Group
Mira Jurich 10AM Liturgy

LITURGY IN THE PARK

Sunday, July 27, 9:00 AM

1199 Midway Parkway
St. Paul MN 55108
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Following the Divine Liturgy: Enjoy good food,
Entertainment and Activities for the children.
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The feast of Pentecost in Christian tradition celebrates the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the newly formed Christian
community. But it is important to remember that celebrating a past event does not mean simply remembering that
event; it means rather re-creating the event, making it real in the present, realizing its significance and power as if it
were the original occurrence. The Holy Spirit, who came upon the Church on the first Pentecost, now comes again
upon the Church in the twenty-first century, not a new occurrence, but a renewal and extension of that first Christian
Pentecost in Jerusalem.

We, as a community and as individuals, must open our hearts and our very beings and receive Him in faith. The
name “Pentecost” comes from the Greek word for fifty and indicates that the feast takes place on the fiftieth day after
our Lord’s Resurrection. Strictly speaking, this is seven weeks of seven days each plus one day. Furthermore it has
important roots in the older Hebraic tradition, roots which must not be forgotten if we are going to appreciate fully the
significance of Pentecost. The number seven in Jewish symbolism implied perfection and completion, and hence the
Christian Pentecost of seven times seven implies the full and total completion of our Lord’s earthly economy. The
added day, making fifty, is further symbolic of the New Creation into which our Lord gives us birth and new life. It is
in a sense the “eighth day” of the week, the days which ushers in the eschaton, the new creation in the eternal realm
of God. On Pentecost, therefore, the Church is filled with new life and new vitality, not simply earthly life as we know
it, but the life of the Spirit. From this time onward, God Himself dwells with his people in a way never experienced
before. The Creation is renewed and the Kingdom of Heaven — although unseen by mortal eyes and incomprehen-
sible to the human intellect — is a reality, and it is a Kingdom which will never be moved or destroyed by any earthly
power. The New Age, the age of Eternity, is now a reality, open to all who wish to receive and accept it, and the
Christian can, through the power of faith, see himself as a part of this new order, not simply waiting for the Kingdom
of God, but already experiencing it.

But when we look around us, it often happens that we see little sign of this New Creation. The world in which we live
is still torn by war, still afflicted with disease and hunger, still filled with human suffering and sorrow. What then?
Where is this Kingdom of God? Why is it so hidden from our experience? Why can we not taste the fullness of its
blessings? Is it a reality after all? Or is it only an illusion born of our wishful thinking?

The Kingdom of God is indeed a reality, and if the dispensation under which we live were like that of the Old Testa-
ment, then perhaps the blessings of the New Creation would be more evident and readily accessible to our experi-
ence. But the New Creation brought about by God through Christ, far transcends the older legalistic traditions of the
Old Covenant. Let us think back to the Feast of Pentecost as the Jews of our Lord’s time would have known it. The
first full moon after the spring equinox was the great feast of the Hebrew Passover, Pesach in Hebrew. Pesach was
a very ancient spring festival which had been adapted by the Hebrew people as a celebration of the Exodus, the
event when God's people were set free from slavery and delivered out of Egypt in order to become His Holy Nation,
His Kingdom of Priests. Seven weeks after that event, according to the narrative of the Old Testament, the Hebrew
people found themselves at Mount Sinai, and there a Covenant was made between God and the people. They were
given the Law, a Law designed to be the foundation of their national existence. This Old Covenant between God and
His people was based on a simple and logical agreement: The God who revealed himself at Sinai would be the God
of Israel, protector and deliverer, and Israel in return would be faithful to this God and his Law.

What happened in the history of the Hebrew people after this event is a long and complex story, but its eventual out-
come was that the people of God were bound and fettered by a system which had become legalistic virtually to the
point of being stifling. Hence, according to the words of Christ Himself, the Pharisees were able to lay “heavy bur-
dens” upon men. Although there may have been a certain satisfaction in the keeping of the Law, there was little
room left for mercy and compassion, virtues which in the Old Testament were paramount, and even less room for
the working of the Spirit. Above all, there was little room left for growth and movement towards God Himself, and
without growth in the Spirit, all faith and religion becomes nothing but an empty shell.

It was this situation which had caused the Law to become the “strength of sin,” and hence there was needed a re-
newal and revitalization of what had once been given at Sinai. Hence, our Lord’s work on earth, from his Incarnation
to his Ascension, is the means whereby His people — not only his Hebrew people, but all men — are taken out of
the burden in which they had been engulfed and are now given new life and new existence in the Kingdom of Eter-
nity. On the first Pentecost, centuries before at Sinai, God had come down from heaven and gave men his Law, but
on the new Pentecost, God again comes down from heaven, and gives not a Law, but his own divine life. In so doing
He lifts His people up to Himself, and God'’s people now are not to be simply his servants, but his co-workers in the
building and realization of His Kingdom on earth. In a very real sense, the feast of Pentecost is the beginning of that




process which the Orthodox Church calls theosis, the deification of humanity, the eternal process wherein the
Christian community becomes “partakers of the divine nature.”

But why can we not see the Kingdom as an actual reality? Why must we perceive it only through the eyes of faith?
Let us not ask for the impossible. We are human beings, sinful and essentially separated from God. It is true that
we are redeemed and given new life in Christ, but out process of growth has only started. We cannot expect to be
suddenly plunged into the reality of eternal life and eternal existence. We can only grow towards it — slowly, as it
may seem to us — but all in the good time and purposes of God. Now, as Paul tells us, we can only “see through a
glass darkly,” but the time will come when we shall see the Kingdom face to face. Until then, we must live by faith,
and the Spirit who comes at Pentecost will give us this faith, will strengthen it and us, and lead us into the eternal
reality of God.

Let us celebrate Pentecost, not only as a remembrance of a past event, but as a joyful participation in, and a full
experience of, the reality of the life and presence of God the Holy Trinity. To Him be glory unto the ages of ages.
Amen.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Ljubomir

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As our liturgical year progresses, spiritual blessings are being offered to all of us on a continual basis. There have
been many occasions in which mention has been made of the rich benefits that are ours through the sacraments
of penance and the Eucharist. Let us not forget that we also share in the action of redemption by the veneration of
the holy icons, and that icons are another means which allow us to participate in God’s healing of ourselves AND
OTHERS.

We all have someone we love and are close to, so it is imperative that we seek the aid and assistance of God, the
Holy Lady Theotokos, and all the Angels and Saints through the proper veneration of the holy icons for the sake of
ourselves and others who are in need. In our Church we have many examples of iconography at our disposal.
New icons are appearing in our church and we would be remiss if we did not take advantage of these wonderful
gifts which the Lord has given us.

Veneration of the icons and other acts of piety and worship are not only ways of invoking our Lord’s help in our
lives, but are also an act of witness of our faith before man and the angelic hosts, indeed, the very demonstration
of our very belief in God and his Word. The more we express our faith in our participation of the Holy gifts, the
more God’s manifest love for us becomes visible to us. And no one can deny that it is in moments of weakness of
faith that we need as much visible proof of God'’s direct action of love in our lives as He wills to show us.

| ask all of our parishioners not to underestimate the power of the veneration of the holy icons. We have a long and
rich history in our church which time and again has given proof of the benefits of icon veneration. Too many mira-
cles give testimony to this fact. For the love of God, The Theotokos, all the angels and saints, and for each other,
let us participate in any way we can in the life of the church. Glory to God.

Seraphim Jordan




Notes from the Orthodox Youth Education Director—

We want to congratulate those children who particiated in the Festival of Nations dance program thipast

May 1st-4th through the Jr Morava Dance Program. They all wabdeetremely hard to put on a wonderful perform-
ance. This is such a worthwhile venue which prosataty through the artful expressions and edunatidhe dif-
ferent cultures that make up our communities; idiclg that of our proud Serbian heritage.

I would also like to congratulate the following chidren on their personal commitment of their Orthodax Faith
educationthrough our 2007-2008 Sunday School programs sents.

Jelena Zbiljic Mykala Ericksen * Willie Piletich *

Nikola Zbiljic Elise Steiner Michael Piletich *

Kristina Minic Josef Steiner Alex Piletich *

Marina Minic Anya Steiner Bogdan Lakic

Nicholas Ericksen * Nevena Vukomanovic Tanja Lakic
Sava Pjanic

* Recognition of those children who took an additional step in further exploring further the history, customs and practices of their
Orthodox Faith with resources made available through the Boy Scouts and Girls Scouts of America.

XGREAT JOB!

Special Mention for Milica Lovric : Although Milica was too young to participate lretgeneral curriculum set
forth for the Level One class this year, as wek@se of those extracurricular activities outsitihe church spon-
sored by the Sunday School program, Milica wak stil occasion, coming in to participate with thevkel One
class, as well as “studying” her faith at home vhigln parentsGREAT JoBMilical

“Thank you!” to all of our parent/teacher volunteer s, and to our valued outside sponsorWithout all of you this
program wouldn’t have been even % of what we hamktdor this year. Your generous gifts of time &nedisure
were so very appreciated and made this year's gnogeachings, programs and special events possible!

| hope to see all of you again this fall, in adulitto some new faces, when we kick off the 200832thool year in
August! Watch for further information about ourr@igal & Fundraiser, as well as additional actiedtiand events
for our children, to be distributed through futunailings of this bulletin, our Sunday School pages
www.HolyTrinitySerbian.organd any direct mailings to those families whoeveygistered participants of this
year’s class.

Thanks again, for a spectacular year! It was amhttnhave been a part of it! | look forward to mgreat things in
the future. God Bless, and have a safe and wordeniomer break!
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Please donate a Festal icon in memory of loved one . The icon cost is
$30.00. The Icons will be displayed in the Church nave and are put out
for veneration on the Feast day of the saint or event they represent.

To donate an icon please contact Father Krstic.

$30.00.
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