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Morava Dance Group Practices

The Morava adult dance group (9th grade to adults) will be starting the
2010-2011 dance season October 19, 2010! Practices will be held every
Tuesday evening from 6:30-8pm. If interested in participating, please

contact Mira Jurich at 612-770-6083 or by e-mail: mjurich@gmail.com.
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Letter from the President — Pismo Predsednika

Dear friends and parishioners of Holy Trinity. Thank you all for coming to celebrate our Sister's Slava. It
was another great day in the history of our church where we had a chance to get to lunch together and enjoy
each others' company. The Sisters made sure that no one left hungry. They deserve a huge 'thank you', and
a big hug! We are also thankful to father Zoran Savic from Duluth who participated at our Holy Lit-
urgy. Sister's Slava also marks the end of summer as we are entering the last three months of this year. |
would like to thank those who are making good on their pledges to help the church financially. We have about
fifty families who have volunteered and signed the pledges of support. | appeal to them, and others to join us
by making out a monthly check to Holy Trinity and mailing it to 113 Saratoga St. N. St Paul 55104. We are
dealing with costly repair issues now, but even small things like keeping the church clean are a challenge. |
would like to just say that without you we wouldn't be here. So, please come forward and make good on your
financial pledges. Your timely donation will allow us to finish the year on a positive financial term, and it is the
key to creating a positive forward momentum in our quest to preserve our parish. Thank you, and best re-
gards. Nebojsa nebojsaholytrinity@gmail.com

Dragi prijatelji, i pravoslavni narode nase Svete Trojice. Zahvaljujem se svima koji su dosli da obelezimo
Slavu Kola Sestara . To je bio jos jedan lep dan u istoriji nase crkve. Okupili smo se i rucali zajedno. Sestre
su se postarale da niko ne ostane gladan, imali smo lep rucak i divne domace kolace. Sestrama puno hvala i
topli zagrljaj! Takodje zahvaljujemo svesteniku iz Duluta Zoranu Savicu koji nam se pridruzio na svetoj liturgiji.
Slava Sestara oznacava i kraj leta i ulazak u zadnje tromesecje ove godine. Zeleo bih da zahvalim svima koji
se trude da posalju finansijku pomoc nasoj crkvi. Imamo negde oko pedeset familija koje su obecale finansi-
jku pomoc crkvi. Ovom prilikom bih iz sveg srca zamolio te familije da posalju mesecnu pomoc. To ce nam
pomoci da odrzimo crkvu, da se postaramo da popravljamo i odrzavamo sta treba, da cistimo crkvu itd. Doz-
volite mi da dodam da bez naroda crkve ne bi ni bilo! Pomoc / cekove slati na "Holy Trinity" adresa : 113
Saratoga St. N. Saint Paul 55104 Nadamo se dobrom odzivu da bi uspesno zavrsili ovu godinu i ostvarili
pozitivan momentum za sledecu godinu. Puno hvala svima. Vas Nebojsa nebojsaholytrinity@gmail.com

Kolo Sestara News

A big thank you to all who came to help celebrate the Kolo Sestara’s slava on Sunday, September 19"
We were a small, but joyous group that dined together and honored our Mother of the Year, Ruza Stevanovic.
Thank you to the sisters that donated their time and talents to make this event successful, and a thank you to
the board for making sure the hall was ready.

The Sisters will be getting back to their regular schedule of meeting on the 3 Sunday of each month. |
hope to see you on October 17" after Liturgy so we can plan out our events for the rest of this year! Please feel
free to email or call me with any questions or comments.

Nada Filipovich
651-642-1277
nada.filipovich@gmail.com
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The Role of the Priest in the Parish and in a Secularized Society

The service of the priest is compared to a shepherd in the Holy Bible. In the story of the good shepherd, our Lord Jesus
Christ teaches what is the nature of the pastor's service and what is the mission of the flock which the pastor serves. The
shepherd who is concerned with and takes care of his flock is extolled. A good shepherd watches over his flock, he wor-
ries about finding grazing areas, he is not as an employee, he is also worried about the sheep from another flock, and he
is ready to give his life for his flock. The shepherd's life belongs totally to his flock, he knows his sheep by name, and
they recognize him. Because of a close relationship between the shepherd and his flock, the shepherd doesn't utilize force
to drive his flock in front of him rather they follow him. When he releases his sheep, he goes before them and the sheep
follow, because they recognize his voice. (John 10:10-18)

To be able to carry out his mission, the priest is called, as the shepherd is concerned with his flock, to be concerned with
the spiritual needs of his parishioners. He is called to be concerned with bringing every soul to God, that should be
brought to God. That which brings harmony in a parish is love which should reign among the spiritual pastor and his
flock, as exemplified by the love and sacrifice described in Christ's story of the good shepherd. Of that love as a unifying
tie, for harmony in a parish community, St. Paul the Apostle writes to the Thessalonians, "We are bound to thank God
always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all
abounds toward each". (I Thessalonians 1:3)

With respect to the evangelical story, the ideal role of the priest would consist of love, sacrifice, caring and concern for
the salvation of all people, because it is necessary according to the words of St. Paul the Apostle, " who desires all men
to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth." (I Tim 2:4)

The secularization of the world and life presents the greatest obstacle to the priest's service and work for people's salva-
tion. The Holy Gospel mentions in many places selected from the holy apostles that the world exists as two extremes. In
His forgiveness sermon, before His crucifixion, the Savior promised His disciples that He will send to help them " the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him." (John 14:17)

The spirit of God's truth is contrary to the spirit of man's truth. The beginning of fleeing from God and His truth began at
the time of the first ancestral sin. Because of moral decline, God's likeness in mankind became obscured and the con-
science lost of his original and true identity. Life again received fullness of mind when through the Holy Incarnation,
God became man so that man could become godlike and take on his likeness.

The world in the form of contemporary society toward the end of the 20th century is no longer opposed in some great
and drastic way directly with God as one higher existentialism or power. The time of strict thought of atheistic societies
is past. Today's society which offers mankind its secularistic teachings under various names promising people fortunes
(such as: humanism, materialism, technology, new world order) is contrary to the God-man Christ who is referred to as
"the way, the truth, and the life". (John 14:6)

Within the mind of today's man, it seems there is no room for God in the living Holy Trinity. Usually, people like to say
today, there is but one God, meaning some common Supreme Being, but they don't mention one Lord Christ and one
Holy Spirit. For Orthodox Christians, only Christ as being true God-man, is a true measure of all things. However,
earthly man has his vision of life. This meaning of man's life is in my view, "the existence of one zero". Man mainly
leads his life toward food and drink, entertainment, to consume goods, to stay in the race after life's success ... In all this
activity, man sets himself as the final value and this is why he acts like the Great Inquisitor from Dostoevski's Brothers
Karamazov who forbids the God-man to interfere in his affairs and life.

Today's man spends all his time balancing his "horizontals", without any ascent of the spirit up the steps and ladders of a
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higher life vertically toward God. For that type of person, Fr. Justin Popovich says that the world and life he "observes
from his complaints, his love of sin and lowly perspective,” (from the Interpretation of John, p. 115). From the life of
today's person, it is seen that he still lives in the domain of the Old Testament, with its lost understanding, of the total
awareness, of his two natures, soul and body. Man behaves in his life as though his body existed in parallel with his soul,
but often, toward the contemporary philosophy of existentialism and without a soul.

Someone said that in whatever condition the world is, it permeates one's whole life. There is a lot of truth in this. Every
person from birth until death lives and is surrounded by constant contact with people about himself. He influences others
and they influence him. And an Orthodox believer represents a part of society in which he lives and stands in direct rela-
tionship with neighbors and people around him. While for the Orthodox Christian the vision of society represents a com-
munity of faithful in Christ as one body, the world has a community in which worth is measured by the interest of peo-
ple. In relation to the faithful, secular society appears as an Old Testament monster, Leviathan. In the 17th century, Tho-
mas Hobbs wrote a book about political philosophy entitled Leviathan. In it, a picture of society is portrayed which is
totally created on the foundation of egotistical interest and struggle for dominance, where every person is an enemy to
each other. A question can be asked, but how can man enter into some fortunate and enlightening future in the 21st cen-
tury driven by the reality of society from Hobb's time.

Orthodox faithful are always tempted to succumb to the influence of the community and society in which they live. Con-
fused with various influences of materialism, to a man of faith it seems that life is somehow divided by his property and,
in less of a degree, God's property. For example, one place serves as a place for the life of the soul and the other for the
life of the body. Because of diversified religions, quite often with Orthodox people they are confused with the intent and
organization of the church hierarchy, from which it first begins: down from the faithful or up from the bishops? The con-
cept of freedom in the Church is mixed up with the concept of certain national or political freedoms. It is very dangerous
for the Orthodox youth who succumb to the temptation of imitating the community in which it lives. One could cry
watching how in many ways young people harm their bodies. In the name of today's fashion, they rebel against life or of
the mentioned freedom, they commit terrible acts on their bodies. For the Orthodox faithful, the body is the temple of the
Holy Spirit. St. Paul the Apostle wrote to the Corinthians, "Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore,
glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's." (I Cor 6:19-20). Although quite often man's life is re-
flected in his soul which represents God's likeness in mankind, it is of great importance for the Orthodox faith to under-
stand that he is called to live one undivided life everywhere and in every place. The faithful who are united in the Holy
Body of Christ represent the living church wherever they may be: at home, at work, in the Holy Temple, and in the
Church hall. St. Gregory Palamas says, "Man is not represented by just the soul or the body rather by both together,
which God created in His likeness." (Participants in God's Nature, K.C., p.26)

What then is the role of the priest and how can he as good shepherd protect his flock from harm and negative influences
of community and society? In the first place, the priest should not be afraid of the place and society in which he lives. He
shouldn't say: | have a bad flock, so what can | do to change something? What farmer when he sows the field is afraid
that the birds will eat the seed or that each seed won't sprout? Imagine how difficult was the time before the apostles than
is our time! When before his death St. Seraphim of Sarov was asking forgiveness from his friend Fr. Timon, he told him,
"Sow on good earth, sow on sand, sow on rocks, sow alongside the road, sow among the bushes. Maybe it will happen
that the kernel will grow and bear fruit." (St. Seraphim of Sarov, p. 65)

St. Paul the Apostle in addition recommended how a priest can be successful in parish when he said, "... | have become
all things to all men, that I might by all means save some” (I Cor 9:22) The same apostle gave advice to his most dear
student and coworker Timothy with these words, "Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, re-
buke, exhort, with all long-suffering and teaching.” (11 Tim 4:2) Just as the shepherd opens the gate for the flock to enter,
the priest needs to work on the heart of man, so it will open and allow Christ to enter. The Holy Gospel teaches that a
good flock is a flock that has a good shepherd who isn't a mercenary. The fruits of one's work are not realized overnight.
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What is necessary is a lot of patience and work, sometimes as long as 20 years, so that a great harvest is realized in a par-
ish. The parish, as a part of today's society and a concrete reality, presents a challenge to every priest. In our American
society, there are two important factors of crucial significance for organizing a parish community. The first factor, parish
community. The first factor, is expressed in the material condition and progress of our parish. Prestige in our secular so-
ciety is expressed by material well-being, which is expensive and large: a large car, a large house, a large parking lot, a
large church building, and a large church hall. If in a large church and hall, there is a large faith, then there is nothing
wrong with any of this. Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself also had rich friends. Of course, it is easier for a priest to achieve
the first factor, even though there are many difficulties, but in that we have all more or less contributed for the good. Par-
alleling building up the material well-being of the church, the priest is faced with a great many problems in building and
elevating the spiritual side of life, that is the "living" Church. In this instance, the good example of the life and work of
St. Sava can be of help to the Serbian priest, as can our other great spiritual architects, while erecting our churches and
monasteries, at the same time were successful to build within them our greatest centers of Orthodox spirituality and liv-
ing faith.

In the story of the Good shepherd, the Holy Gospel points out that love is the main strength of the true shepherd. That is
the driving force behind every spiritual shepherd. Based on experiences of priestly service the best manner is if he ap-
proaches people in a friendly manner. A child is easily led by the hand when trust is established. A man who becomes
our friend is easier brought to Christ. Zaccheus felt great joy when the Lord said, "'l must stay in your home to-

day." (Luk. 19:5) St. Augustine, who lived a very sinful life until 32 years of age, became a Christian only after he was
influenced by his friend Pontitias. Christ approached his first apostles as a friend, when He helped them to catch fish
from Lake Galilee.

The priest's role additionally not only brings him to lively preaching during worship services God's word in the Holy
Temple, but also on every occasion and gathering of people. Priest must minister his flock in many ways: as a teacher, an
educator, family counselor. The task of the pastoral work is actually not a knowledge to be acquired, but a life to be lived
according to God's will. Once when a person becomes a participant and member, other Holy Body of Christ and begins a
liturgical life, he will be selected from the world by the Holy Spirit to enter the heavenly kingdom. Of that community
with the God-man Christ, who is the one true measure in the world for everyone and all, St. John Chrysostom says, "For
as the bread consisting of many grains is made one... so are we conjoined both with each other and with Christ" (Homily
24, verse 17, p.140)

Being a part of contemporary and secular society, parish is a challenge to every priest. The priest must be aware of the
danger to succumb to the influence of the community. It may happen, instead the priest to lead people in his parish, that
they might lead him. The stoics teach that one can achieve the happiness if one flows with the river, or in other words, by
identifying one's will with the "world will". Orthodoxy does not follow the will of the world. God's will must be always
above man's will. Priest must be like the salt, said Christ. "You are like salt for all mankind. But if salt loses its saltiness,
there is no way to make it salty again.” (Mat.5:13)

Someone once said in a discussion that Orthodoxy should protect itself from the community of godless people with de-
structive souls as did the Amish group who by their way of life isolated themselves from every civilization. Orthodoxy's
nature is not to run away from the world, rather a way of life, constant and without fear to wrestle with the world.
Archbishop Anthony Bloom said, "Neither the desert father nor ascetics, separated themselves from the world with the
thought of running away from it, in order for man to find a better place of peace and tranquillity, rather it is just a better
strategy among many others in worldly battles.” (God and Man A. Bloom, p.73) In closing, let us remember Christ's
words to His disciples, "In the world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, | have overcome the world." (John
16:33)



