
 

Sunday of the Publican and the 
Pharisee 

The Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee is the 
first Sunday of a three-week period prior to the 
commencement of Great Lent. It marks the 
beginning of a time of preparation for the spiritual 
journey of Lent, a time for Orthodox Christians to 
draw closer to God through worship, prayer, 
fasting, and acts of charity. It is also on this day that 
the Triodion is introduced, a liturgical book that 
contains the services from this Sunday, the tenth 
before Pascha, to Great and Holy Saturday. 

 


