The Veneration of TheHoly Cross:

The third Sunday of Great Lent

On the Third Sunday of Great and Holy Lent, then@aox Church
commemorates the Precious and Life-Giving CrossuofLord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Services include a specianation of the Cross,
which prepares the faithful for the commemoratibthe Crucifixion
during Holy Week.

The Sunday of the Holy Cross is commemorated wighDivine Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great,
which is preceded by the Matins service. A Greapées is conducted on Saturday evening. The
hymns of the Triodion for this day are added toukeal prayers and hymns of the weekly
commemoration of the Resurrection of Christ.

Scripture readings for the Sunday of Orthodoxy Até¢he Orthros (Matins): The prescribed weekly
Gospel reading. At the Divine Liturgifebrews 4:14-5:60Mark 8:34-9:1

At the conclusion of the Matins (the traditionahgtice in association with a vigil) or of the Diein
Liturgy, a special service is held. The Cross &etl on a tray surrounded by basil or daffodilsiand
taken in solemn procession through the churchaatianting of the Thrice Holy Hymn. The tray is
placed on a table before the people, and the hyrtired-east of the Cross is chanted. As the priest
venerates the Cross, the priest then the peoptd,ctwde venerate Your Cross, O Christ, and Your
holy Resurrection we glorify.” At the conclusiontbie service, the people come and venerate the cros
and receive the flowers or basil from the priest.



